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MEMORANDUM  ON  NATIONAL  LEGISLATION  OF  INTEREST  TO  RELIGIOUS  CROUPS 

issued  by  the 

>  Friends  Comndttee  on  National  Legislation 

2111  Florida  Avenue,  N,  W. 

Washington  8,  D.  C« 


Washington  Letter  No.  55  June  1,  19U8 


LAST  CALL  FOR  THE  80TH  CONGRESS? 

This  may  be  the  last  Newsletter  to  reach  you  before  Congress  adjourns,  if  present 
plans  carry  through  to  adjourn  Congress  June  19. 

Congressmen  should  be  urged  to  pass  federal  aid  to  education,  to  pass  admission  of 
displaced  persons  legislation,  and  to  defeat  a  peacetime  draft. 

Senators  should  be  asked  to  pass  the  three-year  extension  of  the  reciprocal  trade 
program  without  Congressional  veto,  to  pass  the  Japanese  American  Claims  bill, 
and  to  defeat  the  peacetime  draft. 

Will  you  telephone  ten  or  twenty  ministers,  leaders  of  farm  and  labor  organiza¬ 
tions  and  others  in  your  Congressional  district  asking  them  to  write  their  Congress¬ 
man  in  their  own  words,  giving  reasons  for  urging  defeat  of  a  peacetime  draft? 

The  enclosed  Conscription  News  No.  lli?  on  the  U  S  -  U  S  S  R  Relations  should  be 
helpful  in  understanding  the  recent  exchange  of  notes. 


UNFINISHED  BUSINESS 

Last  week  Senate  and  House  leaders  decided  to  drive  hard  for  adjournment  of  Congress  June 
19,  before  the  Republican  National  Convention  meets  in  Philadelphia  June  21. 

Virtually  no  civil  ri^ts  nor  social  welfare  legislation  has  been  passed  by  this  Congress. 

Measures  still  to  be  acted  upon  by  both  Houses  include  admission  of  displaced  persons  now 
^  being ' debated  by  the  Senate,  several  major  appropriations  bills  including  that  for  the 
European  Recovery  Program,  resolutions  for  revision  of  the  United  Nations,  and  equality 
of  naturalization. 

Bills  which  have  passed  the  Senate  but  are  waiting  for  House  action  include  federal  aid  to 
education,  the  Taft-Ellender-Wagner  housing  bill,  restrictions  on  the  use  of  grain  for 
distilling  in  order  to  make  more  relief  supplies  available. 

Passed  by  the  House,  but  not  yet  acted  iqjon  by  the  Senate,  are  measures  for  extending  the 
.  reciprocal  trade  program,  restitution  for  wartime  evacuation  of  Japanese  Americans, 
r  statehood  for  Hawaii,  and  appropriation  to  relief  purposes  of  the  money  earned  by 
I  conscientious  objectors  (the  so-called  Frozen  Fund.) 

'  '  GURNEY  DROPS  PLAN  TO  TRAIN  18  YEAR  OLDS 

DRAFT  BILL  ON  SENATE  CALENDAR  FOR  DEBATE 

A  peacetime  draft  is  on  the  Senate  schedule  for  consideration  as  soon  as  the  displaced 
persons  bill  is  acted  upon.  The  only  major  change  in  the  general  situation  since  the  last 
Newsletter  has  been  the  amendment  offered  by  Chairman  Chan  Gurney  dropping  the  plan  for 
,  conscripting  161,000  eighteen  year  olds  for  one  year’s  military  service,  but  allowing  18 
year  olds  to  enlist  for  one  year’s  service  within  continental  United  States. 
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Senators  Richard  B.  Russell  of  Georgia  and  Burnet  R.  Maybank  of  South  Carolina  have 
declared  their  intention  to  press  for  provisions  allowing  any  soldier  the  ri^t  to  choose 
whether  he  wants  to  serve  in  a  :unlt  all  of  his  own  race  —  in  other  words  a  guarantee  of 
segregation  in  the  armed  services.  On  the  other  hand.  Senator  William.  Langer  of  North 
Dakota  has  announced  that  he  expects  to  offer  the  President's  civil  rights  program  as  an 
amendment  to  the  bill.  While  this  will  prolong  the  debate,  present  indications  are  that  a 
selective  service  measure  will  pass  the  Senate  by  a  large  majority,  and  that  if  peacetime 
conscription  is  to  be  defeated  it  will  have  to  be  defeated  in  the  House. 

The  House  Rules  Committee  held  several  days'  hearings  on  the  ilndrews  bill  but  has  not  yet  i 
voted  the  measure  out  on  the  floor.  Several  more  Congressmen  have  asked  to  be  heard.  If 
the  Rules  Committee  reports  out  the  draft  bill,  it  will  have  to  be  considered  during  the 
last  two  weeks  of  the  session.  There  is  a  strong  disposition  in  the  House  to  wait  until  | 

the  Senate  acts  before  deciding  what  to  do  about  the  draft,  especially  in  view  of  the  I 

easing  of  the  tension  with  Russia. 

Much  will  depend  on  the  final  attitude  taken  by  the  House  Republican  leadership.  Speaker 
Joseph  W.  Martin,  Jr,,  Majority  Leader  Charles  A.  Halleck  of  Indiana,  Majority  Whip 
Leslie  C.  Arends  of  Illinois,  and  House  Rules  Committee  Chairman  Leo  E.  Allen  of  Illinois. 
Letters  and  delegations  from  all  over  the  country  to  members  of  Congress  during  the  past 
few  months  have  been  very  influential  in  persuading  Congress  to  hold  off  action  on  | 

conscription, 

t 

This  is  the  last  round  for  insisting  that  Congress  put  more  determination  into  efforts  for 
peace,  for  keeping  the  door  open  for  negotiations  with  Russia,  for  revising  the  United 
Nations  into  a  more  effective  organization  for  achieving  and  maintaining  peace,  and  for 
pressing  for  general  worldwide  disarmament  instead  of  adopting  peacetime  conscription, 

t 

SENATE  SHOULD  AMEND  RECIPROCAL  TRADE  BILL  AS  PASSED  BY  THE  HOUSE  j 

Under  a  gag  rule  which  prevented  amendments  from  the  floor,  the  House  of  Representatives  | 
passed  a  one-year  extension  of  the  reciprocal  trade  agreements  idilch  would  have  expired  j 

June  12,  19U8,  The  Senate  Finance  Committee  is  holding  four  days  of  hearings  as  this  is  ! 

being  written.  j 

The  bad  features  of  the  House  bill  are;  extension  would  be  limited  to  one  year 5  Tariff 
Commission  instead  of  present  Committee  on  Reciprocity  Information  would  hold  hearings;  | 
Congress  would  have  60  days  in  which  to  veto  agreements  after  their  submission  to  Congress 
by  the  President.  \ 

Senate  Republicans  are  split  on  the  Trade  Agreements  bill.  Senator  Vandenberg,  chairman  of 
the  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee,  said  "The  reciprocal-trade  agreements  principle 
should  be  preserved  unweakened.  It  is  indispensable  in  today's  world.  This  rules  out  any 
Congressional  veto  on  tariff  rates."  Senator  Vandenberg  has  urged  a  two  or  three  year 
extension.  Senator  Taft  has  indicated  willingness  to  forego  the  Congressional  veto  in  the 
House  bill  but  thinks  the  Tariff  Commission  should  set  standards  beyond  which  the  President  * 
could  not  go. 

The  President  and  Secretary  of  State  have  asked  for  a  three-year  extension  with  no 
Congressional  veto  power.  According  to  the  President's  message  on  March  1,  the  United 
States  had  "prior  to  19U5  concluded  agreements  with  29  countries,  affecting  about  one-half 
of  our  foreign  commerce.  .  .  .  Last  summer  at  Geneva  the  United  States  and  22  other 
countries  concluded  the  most  important  and  comprehensive  trade  agreement  in  history.  By 
this  agreement,  these  23  nations  agreed  to  reduce  their  tariff  or  to  maintain  low  tariffs 
or  none  at  all  on  a  wide  variety  of  products.  ...  This  agreement  is  a  landmark  in  inter¬ 
national  economic  relations."  * 
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The  minority  report  of  the  House  Ways  and  Means  Committee  charged  that  the  proposed  bill 
as  passed  by  the  House  would  "kill  the  reciprocal  trade  agreements  program  as  a  major  in¬ 
strument  of  foreign  policy.  •  .  •  H.  R,  6556  would  make  possible  the  imposition  of  tariff 
rates  50  per  cent  higher  than  the  rates  of  the  Hawley-Smoot  Tariff  Act  of  1930  which 
resulted  in  the  stagnation  of  trade  and  commerce,  .  .  •  Failure  to  extend  the  Reciprocal 
Trade  Agreements  Act  in  substantially  its  present  form  for  a  three-year  period  would  be  a 
shattering  blow  to  our  leadership  in  the  international  economic  field. 

We  recommend  that  you  write  your  Senators  urging  a  three-year  extension  of  the  trade 
agreements  without  Congressional  veto. 

UNITED  STATES  JOINS  WORLD  HEALTH  ORGANIZATION 

On  May  28  the  House  of  Representatives  passed  by  voice  vote  H.  J.  Res,  U09  which  provides 
for  United  States  membership  in  the  World  Health  Organization  and  authorizes  appropriations 
not  exceeding  $1,920,000  in  any  one  year.  The  Senate  has  already  acted  on  a  similar 
measure.  Thus  the  United  States  becomes  the  thirty-ninth  nation  to  join.  Instead  of  the 
first,  out  of  about  60  nations  which  have  signed  the  convention.  The  first  meeting  of  the 
World  Health  Assembly,  which  is  the  official  governing  body  of  the  organization,  is  to 
convene  at  Geneva,  Switzerland,  on  June  2U,  19U6. 

Congressman  Walter  H.  Judd  of  Minnesota  in  speaking  for  the  bill  listed  three  main  objec¬ 
tives.  The  first  is  to  eliminate  or  reduce  epidemics  by  attacking  disease  and  disease¬ 
spreading  conditions  at  their  source.  The  second  is  to  prevent  or  reduce  the  spread  of 
those  disei^ses  which  cannot  entirely  be  eliminated  at  their  source.  Third  is  the  larger 
problem  of  in^roving  the  nutrition,  the  sanitation,  the  general  health  level,  and  therefore 
the  economic  level  of  all  countries.  For  a  fuller  description  of  the  WHO  write  to  your 
Congressman  for  Report  No.  1999. 

A  lot  is  being  said  these  days  in  Congress  about  democracy  and  American  leadership.  Compare 
the  slow  march  of  international  organization  and  support  for  international  efforts  with  the 
rapidity  with  which  the  three  billion  dollar  70^roup  military  aviation  appropriations  were 
passed  in  a  few  short  weeks.  The  House  Committee  on  Fprelgn  Affairs  referred  the  question 
of  United  States  membership  in  W  H  0  on  June  5»  19U7,  so  it  has  taken  this  Congress  one 
year  to  join  perhaps  the  least  controversial  of  all  the  specialized  agencies  related  to  the 
United  Nations  and  to  authorize  spending  less  than  two  million  dollars  a  year  on  world 
health. 


«I  LIFT  MY  LAMP" 

Give  me  your  tired,  your  poor. 

Your  huddled  masses  yearning  to  breathe  free. 

Send  these,  the  homeless,  teii;>est-tost  to  me, 

I  lift  my  lanp  beside  the  golden  door. 

These  words  by  Emma  Lazarus,  inscribed  on  the  Statue  of  Liberty  in  New  York  harbor,  will 
be  a  hollow  mockery  three  years  after  a  war  supposedly  fought  for  liberty,  unless  the 
House  Rules  Committee  reports  out  and  the  House  votes  on  a  displaced  persons  bill  within 
the  next  three  weeks  before  Congress  adjourns.  For  several  days  the  Senate  has  been 
debating  the  Wiley  bill,  and  has  accepted  the  Ferguson  amendment  to  raise  the  number 
admitted  over  the  next  two  years  to  200, CXX).  A  recent  poll  of  the  Senate  indicated  enough 
votes  to  pass  the  Senate  measure. 

THE  VANDENBEHG  RESOLUTION  ON  MUTUAL  DEFENSE  PACTS 

On  May  19  the  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee  unanimously  reported  S.  Res.  239»  the 
Vandenberg  Resolution,  which  is  expected  to  reach  the  Senate  floor  within  the  next  few  days. 
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The  text  of  the  resolution,  S.  Res.  239,  is  as  follows; 

Whereas  peace  with  Justice  and  the  defense  of  human  rights  and  fundamental  freedoms 
require  international  cooperation  through  more  effective  use  of  the  United  Nations: 

Therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Senate  reaffirm  the  policy  of  the  United  States  to  achieve 
international  peace  and  security  through  the  United  Nations  so  that  armed  force 
shall  not  be  used  except  in  the  common  interest,  and  that  the  President  be  advised 
of  the  sense  of  the  Senate  that  this  Government,  by  constitutional  process,  should 
particularly  pursue  the  following  objectives  within  the  United  Nations  Charter: 

(1)  Voluntary  agreement  to  remove  the  veto  from  all  questions  involving  pacific 
settlements  of  international  disputes  and  situations,  and  from  the  admission  of 
new  members . 

(2)  Progressive  development  of  regional  and  other  collective  arrangements  for  in¬ 
dividual  and  collective  self-defense  in  accordance  with  the  purposes,  principles, 
and  provisions  of  the  Charter. 

(3)  Association  of  the  United  States,  by  Constitutional  process,  with  such  region¬ 
al  and  other  collective  arrangements  as  are  based  on  continuous  and  effective  self- 
help  and  mutual  aid,  and  as  affect  its  national  security. 

(U)  Contributing  to  the  maintenance  of  peace  by  making  clear  its  determination  to 
exercise  the  right  of  individual  or  collective  self-defense  under  article  5l  should 
any  armed  attack  occur  affecting  its  national  security. 

(5)  Maximum  efforts  to  obtain  agreements  to  provide  the  United  Nations  with  armed 
forces  as  provided  by  the  Charter,  and  to  obtain  agreement  among  member  nations 
upon  universal  regulation  and  reduction  of  armaments  under  adequate  and  dependable 
guaranty  against  violation. 

(6)  If  necessary,  after  adequate  eflort  toward  strengthening  the  United  Nations, 
review  of  the  Charter  at  an  appropriate  time  by  a  General  Conference  called  \inder 
article  109  or  by  the  General  Assembly. 

This  is  a  very  unsatisfactory  reply  to  the  growing  demand  for  United  Nations  revisions 
irtiich  was  the  subject  of  three  weeks’  hearings  before  the  House  Foreign  Affairs  Committee 
in  which  Samuel  R.  Levering  testified  for  the  Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation. 

The  Vandenberg  resolution  would  commit  the  Senate  in  principle  to  association  with  region¬ 
al  and  other  mutual  defense  pacts  up  to  and  including  full  partnership,  subject  to  con¬ 
stitutional  process  idiich  woxild  probably  mean  ratification  of  a  treaty  by  the  Senate. 
Instead  of  pressing  for  general  disarmament,  it  provides  for  mutual  rearmament.  Instead  of 
Charter  revision  it  would  give  United  States  blessing  to  regional  military  pacts. 


Senator  Carl  A.  Hatch  of  New  Mexico  in  S.  Res.  239  Amendment  has  proposed  adding  to  para¬ 
graph  5  of  the  Vandenberg  resolution  the  following: 

"and  looking  toward  the  ultimate  total  disarmament  of  all  nations,  the  establishment  of 
law  as  the  ruling  force  in  the  world,  and  the  complete  elimination  of  war  therefrom." 


The  House  hearings  have  not  yet  been  printed.  The  House  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  is  I 

working  on  an  omnibus  resolution  irtiich  would  include  the  Vandenberg  resolution,  authori¬ 
zation  for  appropriations  for  a  United  Nations  building  loan,  and  other  questions  regarding 
United  States  relation  to  the  United  Nations. 

E.  Raymond  Wilson  and  C,  Lloyd  Bailey 

•  < 
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CONSCRIPTION  NEWS 

1013  -  18th  Street,  N.  W. 
Washington  6,  D,  C. 


Ifuin"ber  June  3$  19^ 


Peace  discussions  proposed  "beWeen  U*  S,  and  U,S*S*Il«  —  Some  faAts  snd 
interpretations  of  the  U.S.-Russian  “negotiations*'  -  Hassia  has  v/anted  to 
discuss  peace  "before  -  Pr.88S  ccraments  on  U.S.-Bhssian  negotiations  - 


PMCE  DISCUSSICNS  PRCPOSlilD  BOTBEN  U.  S,  AND  U.S.S.R. 

On  May  4,  1948  Anhassador  W.  B.  Smith  called  on  Russian  Foreign  Minister  Molotov 
in  Moscow  fl-nH  delivered  a  statement  v/hich  had  in  it  tliis  sentence;  “As  far  as  the 
Ihiited  States  is  concerned,  the  door  is  alv;ays  wide  open  for  ftill  discussion  and  the 
condos Ing  of  our  differences*" 

On  May  9  Mr,  Molotov  replied  to  General  Smith:  "The  Soviet  Government  shares  Ihe 
desire  expressed  in  this  statement  hy  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  America 
to  "better  these  r^ations,  and  is  in  agreement  with  the  proposal  to  proceed  with  this 
aim  towards  a  discussion  and  settlement  of  the  difference  existing  "bet\7een  us,” 

On  May  11,  the  Vashingt on  Daily  News  report  of  a  press  interviei-y  with  President 
Truman  "began;  "Pointedly  ignoring  the  Soviet  Union* s  "bid  for  a  peace  parley  in  the 
*cold  war,*  President  Truman  today  issued  a  special  statement  emphasizing  the  firmness 
of  present  U,  S,  policy  toward  Russia,"  Mr,  Truman  stated:  "*The  policies  of  the 
United  States  Government  in  international  questions  have  "been  made  anply  clear  in 
recent  months  and  we^s,  ,  .  ,  They  will  continue  to  "be  vigorously  and  firmly  prose¬ 
cuted,**" 

On  May  I3,  Secretary  oi  State  Marshall  told  the  press:  "This  government  had  no 
intention  of  entering  into  "bilateral  negotiations  with  the  Soviet  government  on  matters 
relating  to  the  interests  of  other  governments," 

On  May  13  President  Truman  was  asked  in  a  press  conference:  “In  viei-/  of  the  devel¬ 
opments  in  tile  past  few  days  do  you  feel  that  your  hone  for  peace  has  "been  strengthened 
since  you  once  said  your  faith  in  it  had  "been  shaken,"  The  New  York  Times  of  May  14 
reported  that  Mr,  Truman  had  replied  that  his  position  had  not  changed. 

On  May  1?  Premier  Stalin  replied  to  an  open  letter  from  Henry  Wallace  v;hich  had 
"been  read  at  a  political  rally  in  New  York  on  May  11,  Stalin  termed  the  Wallace  pro¬ 
posals  "a  good  and  fruitful  "basis"  for  "an  agreement  and  for  the  development  of  inter¬ 
national  cooperation  since  the  U,S*S,R,  government  considers  that,  despite  the  differ¬ 
ence  in  the  economic  systems  and  ideologies,  the  co-existence  of  these  systms  and  a 
peaceful  settlement  of  differences  "between  the  U*S*S,R,  and  the  "United  States  are  not 
only  possi"ble  "but  also  dou'btlessly  necessary  in  the  interests  of  a  general  peace,” 

Mr,  Wallace*s  proposals,  recapitulated  "by  Mr,  Stalin, are: 

A  general  reduction  of  armaments  and 
prohi"bitlon  of  atomic  weapons;  conclusion  of  peace  treaties  with  Germany  and  Japan, 
and  the  question  of  evacuation  of  troops  from  these  countries;  evacuation  of  troops  from 
China  and  Korea;  respect  for  the  sovereignty  of  individual  countries  noninterfer¬ 
ence  in  their  domestic  affairs;  the  inadmissa"bility  of  military  "bases  in  member  coun¬ 
tries  of  the  United  Nations;  world  development  of  international  trade  excluding  any 
sort  of  discrimination;  in  the  framework  of  the  thiited  Nations,  assistance  to  and 
econcanic  restoration  of  countries  which  suffered  from  the  war;  defense  of  democracy 
and  Insuring  of  civil  rights  in  all  countries;  and  so  on. 
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"It  is  possilale  to  agree  or  disagree  with  the  program  of  Mr,  Wallace,  hut  one 
thing  is,  nevertheless,  h^oni  douht;  There  is  no  statesman  caring  for  peace  and  coop¬ 
eration  among  the  peoples  who  can.  ignore  this  program,  since  it  reflects  the  hopes  and 
strivings  of  the  peoples  toward  consolidation  of  peace,  and  it  douhtless  will  have  the 
support  of  many  millions  of  ordinary  people. 

The  President  and  General  Marshall  on  l-iay  l8  turned  down  the  Stalin  proposal, 
stating  that  Russia  is  to  hlame  for  the  failure  to  achieve  agreement  on  the  items 
Stalin  listed  in  his  letter, 

SOME  PACTS  AHD  IWTEEPRETATIC3NS  OP  THE  U,S,-HUSSIAII  "N3G0TIATICNS" 

1,  President  Truman  and  his  colleagues  were  embarrassed  hy  the  Russian  proposal 
of  peace  talks  and  the  attempt  to  turn  the  U,  S.*s  stem  note  into  an  opportunity  to 
develop  better  relations  between  the  U.  S,  and  Russia,  As  is  known  to  most  Washington 
observers,  the  kiRiite  House  gives  a  lot  of  thou^t  to  the  timing  of  inportant  neifS 
within  its  control,  and  usually  tries  to  break  the  news  so  as  to  fit  into  its  legisla^ 
tive  or  diplomatic  program.  It  seems  obvious  that  the  Administration  did  not  desire  to 
have  the  Smith-^-Iolotov  discussions  given  to  the  public  until  after  Congressional  action 
on  Selective  Service,  The  "crisis"  pattern  of  government  was  jeopardized  by  the  pre¬ 
mature  release  by  Molotov  of  the  possibility  of  discussion, 

2,  Some  persons  in  Washington  believe  that  after  the  draft  had  been  acted  upon 
and  just  before  the  Democratic  Party  convention,  Mr,  Truman  had  intended  to  announce 
the  efforts  to  get  better  U,S, -Soviet  relations  for  its  effect  on  the  domestic  political 
scene, 

3,  General  Marshall *s  statement  that  the  U,  S.  does  not  want  to  enter  bilateral 
discussions  v;ith  Russia  seems  to  be  counter  to  our  bilateral  gpproach  to  the  Kremlin 
in  the  exchange  of  notes,  for  the  governments  of  Great  Britain,  Prance,  and  other 
nations  knev;  nothing  about  our  notes  until  they  listened  to  the  Moscow  radio.  Our  own 
ambassadors  in  Europe  had  not  been  informed, 

4,  The  Hew  York  Times  of  May  13  quotes  General  Marshall  as  saying  to  the  press 
that  "He  v/as  not  encu^  of  a  diplcmat  to  answer  that.  Neither  General  Smith  nor  he  are 
diplomats,"  One  of  the  tragedies  of  our  foreign  policy  is  its  control  by  military  men, 

5,  When  Gen,  Marshall  stated  that  the  U.  S,  would  not  enter  bilateral  negotiations 
he  didn*t  indicate  that  the  Russians  had  not  specified  bilateral  negotiations,  Marshall 
could  have  countered  with  a  specific  proposal  for  multilateral  talks,  but  he  did  not, 

6,  The  United  States  is  in  a  weak  position  as  a  result  of  the  failure  to  acc^t 
the  offer  of  peace  talks,  Russia  is  now  in  a  position  v/here  it  can  either  pose  as  a 
peace-loving  nation  or  can  begin  a  propaganda  campaign  di owing  that  the  Americans  are 
forcing  Russia  into  an  armaments  race  and  a  get-tou^  progrim, 

7,  The  Truman-Mar shall  rejection  of  Russian  peace  offers  need  not  be  the  final  word 
In  an  election  year  both  Congress  and  the  President  are  rec^tive  to  voters*  reactions, 

BUSSU  HAS  WANTED  TO  DISCUSS  PEACE  BEPQBE 

The  Uiited  States  News  of  May  21,  19^  says  of  the  current  Russian  proposal  for 
peace  talks:  "The  Russians  actually  have  been  trying  for  four  months  to  get  back  on 
speaking  terms  with  the  United  States," 

In  line  with  this  are  the  following  indications  which  have  appeared  in  the  press  in 
recent  months; 
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"Eor  a  month  noi/  officials  have  “been  Jolted  hy  a  series  of  shado\/y  hints  that 
Rassian  policy  may  he  on  the  verge  of  a  tum-arcund  as  sharp  as  that  of  1939.  Respon¬ 
sible  State  Department  pecple  don’t  know  what  to  make  of  it,  !Ehey*re  baffled— a  little 
worried  too,  Th^  dare  not  reject  the  evidence  offhand.  Bat  they’re  so  used  to  plan¬ 
ning  in  terms  of  Soviet  opposition  that  they  find  it  hard  to  visualize  a  cooperative 
Russia,  They  v/onder:  How  would  you  keep  the  public  sold  on  a  Marshall  Plan  that  isn’t 
anti-Russian  anymore?  Hov;  much  would  you  have  to  reorient  military  and  economic  policy 
at  home?  ,  ,  ,  We’ve  felt  all  along  ttiat  U,S*-Hussian  troubles  are  part  of  the  postwar 
settling  down  process,  not  the  build-up  to  a  new  war  (cf ,  Bus.  V/eek.  ITcv,  29,  19^!7). 

"So  we  see  this  possibility:  Russia  has  concluded  tliat  it  has  not-;  squeezed  about 
all  the  profit  it  can  out  of  European  instability;  it  is  unwilling  to  face  long-dravxn- 
out  economic  attritition  by  the  U,S*  The  most  tangible  of  last  month’s  hints  came  from 
Berlin,  There  was  an  informal  meeting  there  between  a  high  official  in  the  Russian 
occupation  forces  and  one  of  General  Clay’s  top  staff  men.  The  Russian  is  a  Communist 
Party  political  adviser  to  Marshall  Sokolovsty,  .  .  .  liTliat  the  Russian  v/anted  to  talk 
over  was  hov;  to  bring  about  a  rapprochement— a  general  settlement  of  outstanding  issues 
between  the  two  nations.  He  indicated  that  the  Politburo  is  waiting  to  see  what 
Congress  does  with  the  Marshall  Plan;  if  it  goes  throu^,  ho  said,  Russia  vriLll  not  v;ant 
to  commit  itself  to  an  economic  struggle,  would  rather  pick  up  the  original  invitation 
to  participate  in  EBP,  ,  .  .  Hero  are  some  of  the  other  hints  of  the  past  month  v;hich 
seem  to  have  a  similar  flavor: 

”1,  After  balking  for  two  years,  the  Russians  have  begun  reciprocal  reparations 
deliveries  (vrilth  Germany), 

”2,  The  Russians  have  finally  opened  negotiations  to  settle  their  lendlease  account. 
And  they  have  already  offered  to  return  some  of  the  Liberty  ships  the  U,S.  has  been 
asking  about, 

“3,  The  Russians  have  stirred  up  new  hopes  for  an  Austrian  peace  treaty  ty 
halving  their  claims  on  Austrian  assets  and  assenting  to  currency  reforms  there. 

"4,  There’s  the  unusual  sociability  of  Ambassador  Panyushkin  in  Washington,  ,  . 

"5,  Finally— and  this  could  suggest  clearing  the  decks  for  cooperation  v/ith  the 
Marshall  Plan— Russia  has  throvm  overboard  Dimitrov’s  loudly  publicized  federation 
of  the  Red  Balkan  states,”  (Business  Week,  February  7,  1948) 

“A  copyrighted  article,  .  .in  the  Paris  afternoon  newspaper  1’ Intransigeant 
signed  by  Raymond  Henry,  ^ecial  correspondent  of  that  newspaper  in  London,  said  the 
Russians  invited  President  Truman  to  meet  Premier  Stalin  in  Stocldiolm  to  discuss 
matters  of  interest  to  the  two  countries.  The  article  stated  that  'contrary  to  denials 
published  in  Moscow  as  well  as  in  Washingtcn’  Gen,^  Lucius  D,  Clay,  U,S*  Milltaiy  Governor 
in  Germany,  Ambassador  Robert  D,  Murphy  and  a  ’General  Malinine’,  on  the  staff  of 
Marshall  Vassily  B,  Sokolvsky,  Soviet  Military  Governor,  held  a  secret  meeting  at  whldi 
the  Russian  offer  v;as  made.  No  confirmation  of  the  report  in  I’Instransigeant  v/as 
available  in  Paris,"  (Abroad  the  USS  Greenwich  Bay,  in  the  Carrlbean)  "Questioned  by 
radio-tel^hone  from  this  escort  ship,  a  spokesman  for  President  Truman  aboard  the 
Presidential  yacht  Williamsburg  said  tonight  that  ho  had  not  heard  of  the  report  in 
I’lntranslgeant  and  therefore  refused  to  comment,”  (New  York  Times.  February  24,  1948) 

GALLDP  POLL  REPORTS  PEOPLE  WANT  U.S.-EUSSIAN  TA.LKS 

"Althou^  President  Truman  said  last  week  that  he  would  not  go  out  of  the  United 
States  to  meet  with  Stalin,  a  substantial  proportion  of  American  voters  think  that  an 
international  meeting  among  the  heads  of  the  major  nations  is  worth  trying.  They  feel 
that  some  con^romise  or  settlement  of  differences  ml^t  be  achieved  which  would  make 
peace  less  doubtf-ul  than  it  seems  to  be  now.  From  eoast-to-coast  interviewers  for  the 
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American  Institute  of  Put)lic  Opinion  put  the  follcvriug  question  to  a  cross-section  of 
voters: 

"*Do  you.  thinlc  it  v/ould  he  a  good  idea  or  a  poor  idea  for  President  Truman  to  call 
rn  intematior*al  meeting  with  Stalin  and  heads  of  other  nations  to  v/ork  out  more 
effective  plans  for  peace?* 

The  vote  follows:  Good  idea,  .  .  .  63^ 

Poor  idea,  ,  .  ,  28 

Ho  opinion  ...  9  “  (Gallup  Poll,  May  3,  1948) 

PRESS  Ca4IBHTS  CUT  U.S.-RUSSIAil  HaGCTUTICHS 

Da.vid  Lr-wrence,  editor  of  United  States  Hews,  wrote  in  the  May  21  issue:  **In  Moscow, 
the  A,?,  and  U.P,  dispatches  tell  us,  the  people  last  week  stood  ei^t  and  nine  deep 
reading  the  news  hulletin  hoards  upon  v/hich  were  displayed  the  texts  of  the  notes  ex¬ 
changed  between  the  United  States  and  Russia,  The  people  nudged  each  other  \irith  satis¬ 
faction,  They  smiled  vdth  a  sense  of  relief.  They  v/ere  revealing  their  previous  concern 
about  war,  iiJven  behind  the  *ircn  curtain*  it  now  seems  the  people  had  known  that  rela¬ 
tions  v;ith  the  United  States  were  tense.  They  dldn*t  like  it  and  hence  welcomed  ttie 
new  steps.  We  in  America  also  were  thrilled  by  the  news.  Then  suddenly  our  government 
began  pouring  cold  vrater  on  the  v;hole  thing,  or,  as  some  members  of  Congress  noted,  the 
President  *  slammed  the  door'  that  v/e  ourselves  had  just  opened, 

"Mr,  President,  the  people  want  the  doors  kept  wide  open.  They  want  the  American 
Government  to  talk  and  tplk  and  talk,  until  Reason  comes  into  its  own..  It  may  take 
weeks  or  months,  or  even  yer.rs — but  it  is  because  the  people  have  confidence  in  the  ulti¬ 
mate  triumph  of  Reason  that  they  urge  an  unswerving  devotion  to  these  methods. 

James  Rest  on,  writing  in  the  May  14-,  1946  Hew  York  Times,  said:  ”The  United  States 
at  least  could  respond  with  an  offer  to  establish  a  technical  committee  of  experts  to 
explore  the  ways  and  means  by  v/hich  the  Wo  Governments  could  proceed  to  try  to  settle 
their  differences.  Such  a  committee  at  least  could  discover  whether  there  \/as  any  chance 
of  finding  a  sound  basis  for  going  for\/ard  with  more  formal  negotiations, 

"If  nothing  else,  such  a  committee,  if  formed  and  confronted  with  private  exchanges 
;:ith  Russian  officials,  at  least  v/ould  force  the  State  Department  to  define  more  clearly 
than  it  has  in  the  past  the  basis  on  which  the  United  States  v/ould  be  willing  to  reach  an 
honorable  working  arrangement  v;ith  the  Soviet  Government,  And  at  the  same  time,  it  also 
might  clarify  v;hat  the  Moscow  Government  really  is  seeking," 


HCPE  FOR  PEACE  TALKS  MAY  CHAHGB  QPIHIOH  OH  DRAFT  1 


Althou^  Administration  spokesmen  have  seemed  to  discourage  talks  locking 
toward  a  genuine  solution  of  problems  existing  between  the  U.  S,  and  Russia,  the  fact 
that  Russia  seems  to  be  pressing  for  such  talks  is  significant.  As  Mrs,  Roosevelt 
wrote  in  her  column  of  May  20:  "It  begins  to  look  as  thou^  the  Russians  are  most 
anxious  to  have  some  kind  of  conversations  with  us.  ,  ,  .  For  the  head  of  the  great 
Russian  state  to  take  note  of  a  letter  of  this  kind  (from  a  private  citizen)  shows 
greater  anxiety  for  an  opportimlty  to  state  his  views  than  we  have  seen  for  a  long  time,” 

It  is  possible  that  Russia* s  new  spproach  may  lessen  the  tension  and  change  the 
Congressional  drive  for  draft  legislation. 


*  *  «  «  «  *  4i 

Issued  by  the  national  Council  Against  Conscription 


Supp lenient  to  Letter  No,  55 


June  2,  19i;G 


TO  F.C.N.L.  in  liNNSYLVANIA 


DO  ALL  YOU  C  .N  to  encourage  letters  to  Congressmen  from  your  ovjn  and  other  districts 
in  your  state,  to  Senators  aid  other  leaders,  urging  them  to  oppose  conscription# 

Here  are  major  arguiiients  uhich  can  be  put  into  your  o'.m  words  v:hen  writing: 

1.  V»e  should  be  spending  available  resources  on  relief  and  reconstruction  a- 
oroad,  on  strengthening  the  UN,  and  on  improved  education,  housing  and  nealth  at 
nonie.  Indicated  cost  of  amaraents  vdll  seriously  weaken  cur  economic  stability, 

2.  Vfe  should  bo  leading  in  attempts  for  settlement  with  Aussia,  not  starting 

an  arms  race  vdth  her.  V/e  should  be  taking  the  initiative  in  vrorla-^.'rildo  general  dis- 
amvunent  and  abolition  of  conscription,  not  succumbing  to  militarism. 

3.  Conscription  cannot  be  justified  so  long,  as  the  *-ri.^’  neglects  the  National 
Buard  and  volunteer  Keserves.  Navy  aiid  x*.ir  Force  leaders  testified  they  do  not  need 

a  draft  to  get  manpower;  conscription  is  v:anted  Oi.ly  by  tlio  Ground  Forces.  Tie  Ground 
i'orces  could  get  more  volunteers  by  liberalising  iutelligenee  standards,  accepting 
two-year  enlistments,  providiiig  better  housiijg  for  carried  soldiers,  accepting  more 
Negroes,  revising  the  court-martial  system,  etc. 


Attitudes  indicated  below  are  as  recent  and  as  accurate  as  FCNL  can  determine.  Let¬ 
ters  to  Rspresentotives  should  be  addressed  to  House  Office  Building,  V/ashiiigton,  25, 
D.C.;  to  Senators  at  Senate  Office  Building,  Washington  25,  L.  C. 

PNFISYLVANIA 

TiTere  does  not  seem  to  be  much  hope  cf  chan^jing  Senator  martin’s  position,  but 
Senator  layers  should  be  urged  to  opposv^tlii^raft.  Coim.iond  rveo.  icich  for  his  opposi¬ 
tion  to  conscription  in  the  liules  Cora-aittee;  stress  huge  costs  of  armaments  when 
T.'riting  Rep.  Gavin;  iiep.  Buchanan  saj^s  50/j  of  people  in  his  district  favor  draft. 


)ist. 

Pon.'jre  s  sraan  At  ti  tude 

1. 

James  GaiJagher 

against 

2. 

Rwobert  N.  LcGarvey 

non-committal 

3. 

Hardie  Scott 

noil-  coia^d  1 1  a  1 

PYanklin  J.  Ilaloney 

against  ? 

5. 

George  "Sarbachor, 

Jr. 

favors/ 

6. 

Ilugh  D,  Scott,  Jr. 

tends  against 

7. 

3.  'lallace  Chadwick 

non-  c  G*mni  t  tal 

3. 

Franklin  Lichten- 

v:aiter 

undecided 

9. 

Paul  3,  Dague 

favors 

10. 

Jamas  P.  Scobliok 

11. 

ntcliell  Jenkins 

12. 

Ivor  D.  Fenton 

tends  against 

13. 

Frederick  l.Suh- 

ienberg 

tends  for 

Ih. 

Wilson  B.  Gillette 

favors 

15. 

Robert  F.  FJ.ch 

against 

16. 

Sam  ’  I .  K .  tic  Gorme  11 ,  J  r 

.favors 

17. 

Richard  11.  Liuipson 

tends  against 

18. 

John  C.  Kunkel 

19. 

Leon  H.  Gavin 

favors 

20. 

Francis  3.  iTalter 

tends  for 

21.  Chester  H.  Gross 

22.  James  Van  2andt 

tends  for 

23.  Nilliam  J.  Crovf 

2k,  Thoiiias  Morgan 

25.  Louis  3.  Graham 

tends  for 

26.  liai've  Ti.bbott 

27.  Augustine  B.  Kelley 

28.  Carrol  D.  Kearns 

29.  John  McDowell 

30.  Fiobert  J.  Corbett 

tends  for  ? 

31.  James  G.  Fulton 

tends  against 

32.  Herman  P.  Dberharter 

undecided 

33#  Frank  Buchanan 

tends  against 

Senator  Francis  J.  liters  favors 
Senator  dd’ward  i>iartin  favors 


June  2,  19^8 


^pplement  to  Letter  No.  55 

TO  F.C.N.L.  :CADERS  IN  ILLINOIS  .iND  INDI^iCA 

DO  ALL  YOU  CAN  to  encourage  letters  to  Congressmen  from  your  own  and  other  districts 
in  your  state,  to  Senators  and  other  leaders,  urging  them  to  oppose  conscription. 
Hero  are  arguments  \)hich  can  be  put  into  your  oun  vrards  virhen  writing; 

1.  Vie  should  be  leading  in  attempts  for  settlement  v/ith  Russia,  not  starting 
an  arms  race  vdth  her.  '.»e  should  bo  taking  the  initiative  in  vrorld-wide  disarmament 
and  abolition  of  conscription,  not  succumbing  to  militarism. 

2.  Tfe  should  be  spending  available  resources  on  relief  and  reconstruction  a- 
broad,  on  strengthening  the  UH,  and  on  improved  education,  housing  and  health  at 
home.  Indicated  cost  of  armaments  will  seriously  weaken  our  economic  stability. 

3.  Conscription  caniiot  be  justified  so  long  as  the  neglects  the  ^*ational 

Guard  and  volunteer  reserves.  Navy  and  Air  Force  leaders  tostifiea  they  do  not  need 

a  draft  to  get  raanpowei*;  conscription  is  v/anted  only  by  the  Ground  Forces.  'Hie 
Ground  Forces  could  get  more  volunteers  by  liberalizing  intelligence  standards,  ac¬ 
cepting  tv/o-yoer  enlistments,  providing  better  housing  for  iiia/.-ricd  soldiers,  accept¬ 
ing  more  Negroes,  revising  the  court-martial  system,  etc. 


Attitudes  indicated  belov/  are  as  recent  and  as  accurate  as  FC!';L  can  deterirdne. 


ILLINOIS 

Rep.  Arends,  iiajoiity  ./nip,  licp.  Alien,  '-'hairtaan  of  ^tules  Committee,  and  iiep. 


Sabath 

,  member  of  the  ■‘Ules 

Committee, 

should  be 

J  particularly  urged 

to  oppose  the 

draft. 

Commend  liep.  Bishop 

for  iiis  opposition, 

as  stated  in  the  Hou 

.se  Armed  Services 

Commit  too  Minority  ^teport. 

dneourage 

Sen.  Brooks ’ opposition  to  the 

draft. 

List, 

Congressman 

Attitude 

Dist. 

Congressman 

Attitude 

•“TT 

Gillian  L.  Da\/son 

"TdHdlTTor 

"iT.’ 

Robert  B.  Chioerfield  against 

2. 

iii chard  D.  Vail 

16. 

dvorett  II.  Jirksen 

3. 

Fred  Zusbey 

undecided 

17. 

Leslie  C.  Arends 

tends  for  ? 

)4. 

iartin  Gorski 

18. 

ddward  II.  Jenison 

tends  ag.'dnst 

5. 

*.dolph  J.  Sabath 

against 

19. 

holla  C.  I.IcI  alien 

non-committal 

6. 

■Biomas  J.  O’Brien 

20. 

Sid  Siiupson 

7. 

lliomas  L.  Owens 

against  ? 

21. 

8. 

Tliomas  •J.  Gordon 

tends  agai 

nst?  22. 

iielvin  Price 

9. 

R.obert  J.  Twyman 

23. 

Charles  **,  Vursell 

10. 

Aal  )h  d.  Church 

undecided 

2h. 

Roy  Clippingcr 

11. 

Chaunccy  ^.v  *ic3d 

non-comrdttal  25. 

C.  .!•  (Runt)  Bishop 

against 

12. 

Noah  Li.  Lason 

against 

AL 

diliiara  G.  Stratton 

tends  against 

13. 

XiOO  ia.  Allen 

tends  for 

1 

lu. 

Anton  J.  Johnson 

agciinst 

Senator  Scott  Lucas 

favors  ? 

Senator  C.  VJryland  Dreok: 

3  against  ? 

irmim 

Hep.  Halleck  and  liep.  Harness  should  bo  urg.d  to  resist  conscription,  .icp.  Lan¬ 
dis  should  be  encouraged  to  press  his  resolution  for  abolition  of  peacetime  conscrip¬ 
tion.  Sens.  Capohart  and  Jen::or  should  be  asked  not  to  support  the  draft  bill. 


Dist.  Congrer^sman 

1.  Hay  J.  Indden 

2.  Charles  halleck 
3#  liobort  A,  Grant 

George  uillie 

5.  forest  A.  harness 

6.  Noble  J.  Johnson 

7.  Gerald  .7.  Landis 


Attitude 
tends  for 
non-oomiiiittal  R, 
tends  against?  10. 


against  ? 
tends  for 
a,^ainst  ? 
against 


3.  Fi.A.  liitchell 
9,  i-iarl  ./ilson 
iialph  Harvey 
^1.  Louis  Ludlov; 


Senator  Homer  d.  C-:pohart 
Senator  kdlliam  d,  Jennor 


tends  for 
against 
tends  against? 
against 


favors? 

against 


June  2,  I9I4.3 


Supplement  to  Letter  No,  $$ 

TO  F.C.N.L.  Ful^ADEI^S  Hi  iC.KSAS,  N.BRASIOI,  AND 

DO  .iLL  YOU  CAN  to  encourase  letters  to  CongrGSSijen  from  your  ovm  and  other  districts 
in  your  state,  to  Senators  and  other  leaders,  urging  them  to  oppose  conscription, 
i-fere  are  arguments  "viiich  can  be  put  into  your  ovm  words  when  writing: 

1,  Vfe  should  be  spending  available  resources  on  relief  and  reconstruction  a- 
broad,  on  strengthening^  the  UN,  and  on  imf>rovcd  education,  housin^  and  health  at 
home.  Indicated  cost  oi  armaments  vdll  seriously  weaken  our  economic  stability'. 

2,  Vfe  should  be  leading  in  attempts ‘for  settlement  with  iiUssia,  not  starting 
an  arms  race  v/ith  her,  Vfe  should  be  taking  the  initiative  in  vrorld-mde  disarmaiaent 
and  abolition  of  conscription,  not  succumbing  to  militarism. 

3,  Conscription  cannot  be  justified  so  long  as  the  r^rray  neglects  the  i^ational 
Guard  and  volunteer  rescives.  ^’avy  and  air  Force  leaders  testified  they  do  not  need 
a  draft  to  get  manpower;  conscription  is  wanted  only  by  the  Ground  Forces.  The 
Ground  Forces  could  get  more  volunteers  by  liberaliiiing  intelligence  standards,  ac¬ 
cepting  tvJD-^rear  enlisLments,  providing;  better  housing  for  married  soldiers,  accepts 
ing  more  Negroes,  revising  tho  court-mai-tiol  system,  etc. 

Attitudes  indicated  below  are  as  rccent  and  as  acciira'*'Ai  as  FCNL  can  determine. 


KANS.\S 

Congressman  Hope,  Chairman  of  the  **.;;;riculture  Comiiiittee,  is  a  key  man.  Stress 
to  him  that  we  should  be  spending  our  money  on  food  for  *^urope,  not  on  armaments. 


Dist.  Congressman 

1.  Albert  li.  dlole 

2.  Errett  P.  Scrivner 

3.  Herbert  ii,  licyer 
It.  Edward  II.  Rees 


Attitude 

undecided 


ii£t.  Congressman 
0 .  Clii'ford  ilope 
6,  .dnt  Smith 


tends  against  ?  Senator  Arthur  Capper 
non-coim^iittal  Senator  Clyde  k.  Reed 


nttitude 
nom-committal 
against 
tends  against 
favors 


NcDRiiSivA 

Senator  '.Therry,  ii/iajority  whip,  should  be  encouraged  particularly  to  oppose  draft 
Rep.  Buffett  should  be  commended  for  his  willin,^nGss  to  testify  against  the  draft 
before  the  aouse  ^Ules  Gororaittee. 


Dist.  Congressman 

1 .  Carl  I'T  Curtis 

2,  Howard  R.  Buffett 
3.ivarl  Stefan 


Attitude 
Tends  for 
against 
against 


Dist.  Congressman  Attitude 

IT,  .wL.  ialler  bends  against  ? 


Senator  Hugh  Cutler  tends  against 

Senator  Renneth  '.'/herry  fends  against  ? 


IQ'JA 

Coniijond  Senator  w'ilson  for  voting  against  tho  draft  bill  in  the  Senate  iVrmcd  ^er 
vices  Conoittee.  Urge  him  to  carry  opposition  to  the  Senate  floor. 


Dist.  Cor'grossman 

1.  'ihonas  Larbin 

2.  Henry  0.  T^lle 

3.  John  ViT,  GT^ynine 
li,  Karl  il.  LeCempte 
5.  Paul  Ounninghaia 


Attitude  Dist.  .  Congressman  Attitude 

favors  ?  77  Den  F.  Jensen 

non-coimaittal  3,  ■Charl3s  B.  H^^evt^n  tends  against 

against 

favors  Senator  George  a.  Wilson  favors 

against  Senator  Bourke  B.  Hickonloopor  favors 


Representatives  should  be  addressed  at  Houwo  Office  Building,  V/ashington  25,  B.  C, i 
Senators,  at  Senate  Office  Building,  Washington  25,  D,  C, 


FRIEITOS  CO?®aTTES  ON  KATIO^IAL  LEGISLATION 
2111  Florida  Avenue,  N,  W, 
V/ashington  8,  D.  C, 

June  28,  19U8 


Dear  Friends: 

We  are  sending  you  a  copy  of  the  House-Senate  Conference  Report 
on  a  peacetime  Selective  Service  draft.  In  the  back  of  the 
Report  is  a  siLamaiy  of  the  draft  law  as  adopted  late  Saturday, 
June  19,  the  last  day  of  the  scissioji.  This  also  contains  the 
full  text  of  the  lav;  as  passed,  vdticb  vie  urge  ya)>  to  read  and 
study  carefully  and  keep  for  reference.  While  they  last, 
additional  copies  will  be  available  for  ten  cents  each. 

There  is  glIso  enclosed  a  tvvo-page  memorandum  on  the  conscientious 
object^  provision  for  defer^ntl  We  hope  more  detailed  recom¬ 
mendations  may  be  made  later  when  tlsis  question  has  been  more 
thoroughl;/  discussed.  In  aboiit  a  month  a  nationvridc  representa¬ 
tive  meeting  of  Fri-amisjill  be  held^^at^tlchmond  ,~Tncli aha ,  f of 
careful  consideration  of  the  implications  of  conscription” and 
vdiat  lielp  canbe  .given  to  those  liable  to  the  dral^t.  “ 

Vife  trust  you  w'ill  do  what  you  can  to  see  that  not  only  Friends 
but  all  the  churchies  in  your  community  vrill  aid  young  people  to 
get  information  on  procedures  under  the  draft,  and  that  young 
men  wd.ll  be  encouraged  to  express  fully  their  Christian  con- 
victiens  agaLnst  war  and  the  militarisation  of  America  and  the 
world.  If  this  conviction  leads  them  on  conscientious  grounds 
to  refuse  to  register,  as  many  young  men  refused  to  do  during 
the  last  vv'ar,  I  hope  they  will  feel  your  moral  support  for  their 
stand. 


It  is  not  too  early  to  begin  v;or]'ing  for  the  repeal  of  the  draft 
law  and  against  its'  extension,  which  may  come  up  a  year  and  a 
heir  from  now. 


Sincerely  yours. 


ERWt.1h 


E.O/i^^nond  Wilson 
Executive  Secretary 


MEMO  ON  PROVISIONS  FOR  CONSCIENTIOUS  OBJECTORS 
UNDER  THE  SELECTIVE  SERVICE  ACT  OF  19U6 


by  E.  Raymond  Wilson 

June  22,  19U8' 

The  provisions  for  conscientious  objectors  follow  the  wording  of  the  House  bill  in 
the  final  form  of  the  draft  act  passed  by  both  Houses  of  Congress  on  Saturday,  June 
19,  the  last  day  of  the  80th  Congress,^  This  memo  is  being  written  before  the  Presi¬ 
dent  has  signed  the  bill  making  it  a  law,  and  is  based  on- the  Conference  Report. 

1.  Requirements  for  registration  and  service.  C.O.s  will  be  required  to  register  on 

the  date  designated  by  the  President 

for  registration  of  men  between  18  and  26.  If  declared  opposed  to  war  in  any  form  anc 
classified  as  conscientious  objectors  by  their  local  draft  board,  they  will  be 
deferred  from  being  called  up  for  service  under  government  auspices.  Unless  this  pro¬ 
vision,  for  deferment  is  changed  by  a  future  Congress,  C.O.s  will  not  be  liable  for 
alternate  or  civilian  public  service. 

This  was  done  by  the  House  Armed  Services  Committee  on  the  grounds  that  the  small 
number  of  conscientious  objectors  involved  and  the  complexity  of  administration  did 
not  warrant  setting  up  an  alternative  v/ork  program.  (Another  memo  will  be  prepared 
by  the  Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation  reviewing  the  history  of  this  pro¬ 
vision,  the  proposals  of  the  Senate  Committee,  the  amendment  offered  by  Senator  Morse 
to  place  the  administration  of  C.O.s  uhder  a  civilian  commission  appointed  by  the 
President.  This  will  be  available  for  ten  cents  uoon  request  from  those  particularly 
interested  in  the  background  of  the  law.) 

Deferment  is,  in  a  very  real  sense,  an  act  of  grace  when  other  ^men  of  the  same  age  in 
the  same  community  are  being  drafted  for  21  months’  service  in  the  armed  forces.  The 
American  Friends  Service  Committee,  the  Mennonite  Central  Committee,  and  the 
Brethren  Service  Commission  will  be  giving  srrious  thought  to  the  possibility  of 
voluntary  service  projects  in  which  conscientious  objectors  might  take  part  to  demon¬ 
strate  their  concern  for  human  welfare.  Later  announcements  v;ill  be  made  regarding 
such  projects. 


2,  Definition  of  a  conscientious  objector  to  all  war.  The  law  reads  who,  by 

reason  of  religious  training 
and  belief,  is  conscientiously  opposed  to  participation  in  war  in  any  form.  Religious 
training  and  belief  in  this  connection  means  an  individual’ s  belief  in  a  relation  to 
a  Supreme  Being  involving  duties  superior  to  those  arising  from  any  human  relation, 
but  does  not  include  essentially  sociological  or  philosophical  views  or  a  merely 
personal  moral  code.”  The  second  sentence  is  an  addition  to  the  wartime  definition. 

This  narrows  the  definition  of  a  conscientious  objector  very  much  over  that  in  the 
19UQ  Selective  Training  and  Service  Act,  and  was  frankly  aimed  by  the  House  Committee 
at  excluding  the  Communists  (most  of  whom  are  not  opposed  to  v/ar  in  any  form  anyway) 
or  any  other  political  objectors,  ’’Religious  training  and  belief”  was  used  by  some 
Selective  Service  Draft  Boards  during  the  last  war  to  exclude  Catholics,  for  example, 
since  they  claimed  no  Catholic  could  have  had  religious  training  in  opposition  to  war. 
It  does  restrict,  and  unfairly  so,  the  classification  of  conscientious  objectors  to 
''those  narrowly  defined  as  religious  objectors. 

3>  Y>lio  decides  who  is  a  conscientious  objector?  This  decision  is  to  be  made  by  the 

regular  Selective  Service  System, 

beginning  with  the  local  draft  board,''  If  ari  appeal  is  made  from  their  decision,  the 
case  will  go  to  the  higher  appeal  boards  including  the  Presidential  appeal  board.  The 
classification  is  thus  done  by  the  same  draft  machinery  which  classifies  men  for 
military  service. 


Pape  2  Memo  on  C.O.  Provisions,  19^8  Draft  Act 

Ij,  vVhat  about  non-combatant  service?  Those  men  opposed  only  to  combatant  service  in 

the  armed  forces  will  be  assigned  to  non- 

combatant  service  for  21  months,  probably  in  the  medical  corps,  and  will  be  entitled 
to  the  same  pay,  dependency  alloviances,  compensation  for  injury  or  death,  and  other 
benefits  given  to  men  in  the  armed  services, 

5,  Penalties,  Sec,  12  (a)  Any  person  •••  who  otherwise  evades  or  refuses 

registration  or  service  in  the  armed  forces  or  any  of  the  requirements 
of  this  title,  or  who  knowingly  counsels,  aids,  or  abets  another  to  refuse  or  evade  • 
registration  or  service  in  the  armed  forces  or  any  of  the  requirements  of  this  title, 
or  of  said  rules,  regulations,  or  directions  ,,.  shall,  upon  conviction  in  any 
district  court  of  the  United  States  of  competent  jurisdiction,  be.  punished  by  im- 
prisonnont  for  not  more  than  five  years  or  a  fine  of  not  more  than  vl0,000,  or  both 
suci'  fine  and  imprisoament  This  is  similar  to  the  provisions  in  the  19l0 

Selective  Training  and  Service  Act, 

THE  FULL  TEXT  OF  TP’S  PROVISIONS  FOR  C.O.’S 

Sec,  6  (j)  Nothing  contained  in  this  title  shall  be  construed  to  require  any 
oerson  to  be  subject  to  combatant  training  and  service  in  the  armed  forces  of 
the  United  States  who,  by  reason  of  religious  training  and  belief,  is  consci¬ 
entiously  opposed  to  participation  in  war  in  any  form,  ReligiPus  training 
and  belief  in  this  connection  means  an  individual’ s  belief  in  a  relation  to  a 
Supreme  Being  involving  duties  superior  to  those  arising  from  any  human  rela¬ 
tion,  but  does  not  include  essentially  political,  sociological,  or  nhilosophi- 
cal  views  or  a  merely  personal  moral  code.  Any  person  claiming  exemption  from 
co.iibatant  training  and  service  because  of  such  conscientious  objections  whose 
claim  is  sustained  by  the  local  board  shall,  if  he  is  inducted  into  the  armed 
forces  under  this  title,  be  assigned  to  noncombatant  service  as  defined  by  the 
President,  or  shall,  if  he  is  found  to  be  conscientiously  opposed  to  partici¬ 
pation  in  such  noncombatant  service,  bo  deferred. 

Any  person  claiming  exemption  from  combatant  training  and  service  because  of 
such  conscientious  objections  shall,  if  such  claim  is  not  sustained  by  the 
local  board,  be  entitled  to  an  appeal  to  tlie  appropriate  appeal  board.  Upon 
the  filing  of  such  appeal,  the  appeal  board  shall  refer  any  such  claim  to  the 
Department  of  Justice  for  inquiry  and  hearing.  The  Department  of  Justice, 
after  appropriate  inquiry,  shall  hold  a  hearing  with  respect  to  the  character 
and  good  faith  of  the  objections  of  the  person  concerned,  and  such  person 
shall  be  notified  oi  the  time  and  place  of  such  hearing.  The  Department  of 
Justice  shall,  after  such  hearing,  if  the  objections  are  found  to  be  sus¬ 
tained,  recommend  to  the  appeal  board  that  (1)  if  the  objector  is  inducted 
into  the  armed  forces  under  this  title,  he  shall  be  assigned  to  noncombatant 
service  as  defined  by  the  President,  or  (2)  if  the  objector  is  found  to  be 
consci<>ntiously  opposed  to  participation  in  such  noncombatant  service,  he 
shall  be  deferred.  If  after  such  hearing  the  Department  of  Justice  finds 
that  his  objections  are  not  sustained,  it  shall  recommend  to  the  appeal  board 
that  such  objections  be  not  sustained.  The  appeal  board  shaLl,  in  makings 
its  decision,  give  consideration  to,  but  shall  not  be  bound  to  follow,  the 
rcconinendation  of  the  Deoartment  of  Justice  together  vdth  the  record  on  appeal 
from  the  local  board.  Each  person  whoscj  claim  for  exemption  from  combatant 
training  and  service  because  of  conscientious  objections  is  sustained  shall  be 
listed  by  the  local  board  on  a  register  of  conscientious  objectors, 

(Friends  Committee  on  Nat’l,  Legislation,  2111  Florida  Kve,,  N.’I, ,  Washington  8, DC) 
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ANALYSIS  OF  THE 

SELECTIVE  SERVICE  ACT  OF  19U8  (S.2655) 


CONFERENCE  REPORT  ADOPTED  ON  THE  LAST  DAY  OF  THE  80th  CONGRESS 


•’The  Selective  Service  Act  of  19U8”  was  finally  adopted  by  both  Houses  of  Congress  on 
June  19>  I9U8,  the  closing  day  of  the  80th  Congress,  and  became  a  law  when  signed  by  the 
President  on  June  2k •  The  Selective  ■Service  and  Training  Act  of  19U0,  as  amended  and  ex¬ 
tended,  expired  March  31,  19U7,  so  there  has  been  a  lapse  of  only  15  months  in  conscrip¬ 
tion  since  September,  I9I1O.  The  Senate  version  of  S.  2655,  calling  for  a  two-year  draft, 
was  passed  on  June  10  by  a  vote  of  78  to  10,  The  House  Bill  provided  for  halting  induc¬ 
tions  until  January  31,  19U9,  then  drafting  men  for  one  year  only;  lowering  the  entrance 
requirements  from  a  passing  grade  of  80  to  70  on  the  general  classification  test,  and  re¬ 
quiring  frequent  reports  from  the  Armed  Services  on  their  efforts  for  voluntary  recruiting. 
Many  of  the  House  amendments  were  eliminated  in  the  Conference  Report.  The  House  vote  on 
its  modified  version  was  283  to  130  on  June  17. 

The  Conference  Report,  described  below,  was  passed  by  the  Senate  by  an  unrecorded  voice 
vote.  The  House  vote  on  final  passage  was  259  to  136.  (Send  ten  cents  to  the  Friends  Com¬ 
mittee  on  National  Legislation,  2111  Florida  Ave.,  N.W.,  Washington  8,  D.  C.  for  a  voting 
record  which  tells  how  your  Congressman  and  Senators  voted  on  this  and  other  issues.) 

REGISTRATION  AND  LIABILITY  FOR  SERVICE 


Everj-^  male  citizen  and  alien  between  18  and  26  must  register.  All  citizens  aged  19  through 
26  are  subject  to  caill  unless  exempted  or  deferred.  Resident  aliens  are  exempt  if  they 
apply,  but  if  exempted,  are  thereafter  debarred  from  citizenship.  However,  if  resiaent 
aliens  are  deferable  for  other  reasons,  as  laid  doYm  in  the  act  or  the  regulations,  they 
may  be  relieved  of  liability  for  induction  without  debarment  from  citizenship.  The  passing 
score  on  the  Army  General  Glassification  Test  was  lowered  from  the  present  80  to  70  points. 

LENGTH  OF  SERVICE 

Men  who  aire  drafted  must  serve  21  months.  Anyone  of  draft  age  can  volunteer  ahead  of  call 
for  21  months’  service  in  the  Army  only.  It  is  expected  that  most  of  the  draftees  will  be 
assigned  to  the  Array,  Any  enlisted  reservist  may  volunteer  for  21  months'  active  service 
and  must  be  accepted.  Minimum  enlistment  in  the  Navy  and  Air  Force  is  for  three  years. 

All  who  serve,  whether  volunteers  or  draftees,  for  less  than  three  years  in  the  regular 
forces  must  go  into  the  reserves  for  five  years.  Those  who  serve  21  months  can  discharge 
this  reserve  obligation  by  another  year  of  active  duty,  or  by  spending  three  years  in  an 
organized  reserve  unit, 

TERMINATION  DATE 

The  Act  runs  for  two  years  after  the  measure  became  law,  or  until  June  2U,  1950,  Men  can 
be  inducted  until  that  date  aind  would  be  required  to  serve  21  months  after  induction, 

SPECIAL  18-YEAR-OLD  PROVISIONS 

A  maximum  of  l6l,000  l3-year-old  youths  may  enlist  for  12  months’  service  within  continen¬ 
tal  United  States,  After  discharge,  they  go  into  the  inactive  reserve  for  six  years,  sub¬ 
ject  to  a  possible  month’s  training  annually  or  four  years  in  an  organized  reserve  unit. 
The  Secretary  of  Defense  can  assign  them  to  an  organized  reserve  unit  and  if  thqr decline 
they  can  be  called  back  for  12  additional  months  of  active  duty. 


AUTHORIZED  STRENGTH  OF  THE  ARMED  FORCES 


The  19U8  Act  provides  for  total  ceilings  of  2,166,882  men  for  the  Armed  forces,  above  which 
men  cannot  be  drafted.  These  figures  do  not  include  the  National  Guard  (now  about  750,000) 
or  the  various  Reserves.  This  authorization  is  nearly  60%  more  manpower  than  the  actual 
strength  as  of  March  26,  19U8,  totaling  1,38U,000,  The  military  establishment  was  reduced 
to  1,736,000  men  in  the  law  extending  the  draft  in  June,  i9U6,  Thetendency  on  the  part  of 
the  military  has  been  to  consider  ceiling  figures  as  guaranteed  figures  which  they  are  sup¬ 
posed  to  reach  rather  than  ceilings  which  they  are  not  supposed  to  exceed.  Nor  do  the  au¬ 
thorizations  include  those  being  inducted  or  separated,  in  hospitals,  or  other  inactives 
which  considerably  increase  the  number.  These  tables  indicate  the  proposed  increases. 


Army 

Air  Force 

Navy 

Marines 


actual  Strength 
Mau:ch  26,  19U8 

5U2,000 

36U,500 

397,000 

81,000 

l,38l,5’6o 


Maximum  Strength 
Under  i9U6  Draft  Law 

J-  1,070,000 

558,000 
108,000 
1,736,000 
STATUS  OF  VETERANS 


Authorized  Strength  in  19U3  Act, 
(Including  1-year  Trainees) 

9U7,000  (110,000  Trainees) 
517,000  (  15,000  Trainees) 

y  702,882  (  36,000  Trainees) 
2,166,882 


Veterans  who  had  at  least  90  days  military  service  between  Pearl  Harbor,  December  7,  19Ul  i: 
and  V-J  Day,  September  2,  i9U5,  are  required  to  register,  but  are  not  liable  for  induction 
and  training  in  peacetime.  Those  who  served  12  months  between  September  16,  I9I4O,  and  ;i 
June  2U,  I9U8,  are  exempt.  If  they  served  more  than  90  days  but  less  than  12  months  be¬ 
tween  September  16,  19U0  and  September  2,  19U5,  they  are  liable  for  induction  unless  regu¬ 
larly  enrolled  in  an  organized  unit  of  the  Reserves  or  in  some  other  acceptable  Reserve 
status.  Those  who,  on  the  date  the  bill  became  law,  were  members  of  the  National  Guard  or 
other  reserve  units  or  who  remain  in  R.O.T.C,  training,  must  register  but  are  otherwise 
deferred  from  the  draft  so  long  as  they  continue  in  reserve  status,  | 

OTHER  EXEMPTIONS  AND  DEFERLIENTS  | 

Full-time  ordained  ministers  regularly  engaged  in  their  ministry,  students  pursuing  full-  I 
time  courses  in  theological  schods  and  those  who  are  pursuing  full-time  courses  leading  to  I 
their  entrance  into  theological  schools  "in  which  they  have  been  pre-enrolled  shall  be  ex¬ 
empt  from  training  and  service".  "Regular  or  duly  ordained  ministers  of  religion  do  not  !; 

include  a  person  who  irregularly  or  incidentally  preaches  and  teaches  the  principles  of  j 

religion  of  a  church,  religious  sect,  or  organization."  A  "duly  ordained  minister  of  reli-  y 
gion"  is  defined  as  one  "who  as  his  regular  and  customary  vocation  preaches  and  teaches  the* 
principles  of  religion  and  administers  the  ordinances  of  puolic  worship  as  embodied  in  the  I 
creed  or  principles  of  such  church,  sect,  or  organization".  I 


High  school  students  may  be  deferred  until  graduation  or  until  they  become  twenty,  ?rtiich- 
ever  is  earlier,  and  so  long  as  they  are  satisfactorily  pursuing  a  full-time  course. 

College  or  university  students  satisfactorily  pursuing  a  full-time  course  of  instruction 
may  have  their  induction  postponed  until  the  end  of  the  academic  year  or  until  they  cease 
to  keep  up  their  studies,  whichever  is  earlier. 


The  President  may  defer  those  persons  whose  employment  in  industry  or  agriculture,  or  whose 
research  and  study  is  necessary  to  the  maintenance  of  the  national  health,  safety,  or  in¬ 
terest,  and  those  who  have  persons  dependent  upon  them  for  support  or  who  have  wives  and 
children. 

CONSCIENTIOUS  OBJECTORS 

Those  who  by  reason  of  religious  training  and  belief  (which  is  defined  as  "an  individual*  s 
belief  in  a  relation  to  a  Supreme  Being  involving  duties  superior  to  those  arising  from 
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any  human  relation,  but  does  not  include  essentially  political,  sociological,  or  philoso¬ 
phical  views  or  a  merely  personal  moral  code**),  are  conscientiously  opposed  to  combatant 
service  shall  be  assigned  to  non-combatant  service  as  defined  by  the  President.  Those 
who  are  conscientiously  opposed  to  participation  in  war  in  any  form  or  to  any  kind  of  mil¬ 
itary  service  shall  be  deferred  if  the  local  board  or  appeal  board  classifies  them  as  con¬ 
scientious  objectors.  Those  deferred  would  not  be  liable  for  any  alternative  service. 

The  definition  of  a  conscientious  objector  is  thus  narrov/er  than  the  19U0  Act,  which  pre¬ 
scribed  "religious  training  and  belief,"  The  appeal  system  would  be  the  special  Selective 
Service  appeal  system  provided  for  conscientious  objectors.  A  proposal  by  Senator  Wayne 
Morse  of  Oregon  to  place  the  classification  and  assignment  of  conscientious  objectors 
under  the  j\irisdiction  of  a  civilian  beard  appointed  by  the  President  was  voted  down  in 
the  Senate  U8  to  22,  (Yfrite  to  the  National  Service  Board  for  Religious  Objectors  for  a 
more  detailed  memorandum  on  provisions  for  conscientious,  ob.iectors.) 

PENALTIES 

Anyone  who  "evades  or" refuses  registration  or  service”  or  who  "knowingJLy  counsels,  aids 
or  abets  cuiother  to  refuse  to  evade  registration  or  service"  or  who  "shall  knowingly  hin¬ 
der  or  interfere  or  attempt  to  do  so  in  any  way,  hy  force  or  violence  or  otherwise  with 
the  administration  of  the"  Act  shall  "be  punished  by  imprisonment  for  not  more  than  five 
years  or  a  fine  of  not  more  than  $10,000  or  by  both," 

CIVIL  RIGHTS,  POLL  TAX,  AND  ABSENTEE  VOTING 

The  only  civil  rights  amendment  which  was  Adopted  by  both  houses  was  the  one  originally 
offered  by  Senator  William  Langer  providing  that  "no  person  inducted  into,  or  enlisted  in, 
the  armed  forces  for  training  and  service  under  this  title  shall,  during  the  period  of 
such  service,  as  a  condition  of  voting  in  any  election  for  President,  Vice  President,  e- 
lectors  for  President  or  Vice  President,  or  for  Senator  or  Members  of  the  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives,  be  required  to  pay  any  poll  tajc  or  other  tax  or  make  any  other  payment  to  any 
State  or  political  subdivision  thereof”. 

Section  5  of  the  Act  includes  the  sentence,  "Provided,  that  in  the  selection  of  persons  for 
training  and  service  under  this  tit^e,  there  shall  be  no  discrimination  against  any  per¬ 
son  on  account  of  race  or  color".  This  is  not  interpreted  by  the  Armed  Forces  as  forbid¬ 
ding  segregation.  All  amendments  were  voted  down  proposing  the  elimination  of  segregation 
in  service,  in  transportation,  accomodations  for  men  in  service,  auid  fair  employment  prac¬ 
tice  requirements  for  firms  supplying  equipment  or  supplies  to  the  Armed  Forces,  in  spite 
of  19UU  party  platform  promises  to  abolish  segregation  in  military  service. 

Men  in  service  who  are  eligible  to  vote  in  their  home  states  can  vote  by  absentee  ballot, 
but  the  Act  does  not  give  drafted  men  below  21  the  franchise  unless  provided  for  by  the 
state  in  which  they  have  their  voting  residence. 

PAY  AND  RE-K.!PLOYMENT  RIGHTS 

Draftees  shall  receive  the  same  pay, allowances  for  dependency,  pensions,  disability  and 
death  compensations  as  regulars. 

Persons  completing  their  periods  of  service  are  entitled  to  re-employment  in  such  a  man¬ 
ner  as  to  give  them  the  status  vrtiich  they  would  have  enjoyed  if  they  had  continued  in 
their  employment  continuously. 
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THE  SELECTIVE  SERVICE  SYSTEM 

The  Director  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President,  subject  to  confirmation  cy  the  Senate, 
and  shall  receive  compensation  at  the  rate  of  ^12,500  per  year.  There  is  no  prohibition 
against  the  appointment  of  a  military  man  to  this  post ,  nor  for  aiiiitary  men  to  oe  appoint¬ 
ed  as  State  t»irectors  upon  recommendation  of  the  respective  governors.  The  President  may: 
"prescribe  the  necessary  rules  and  regulations  to  carrj’  out  the  provisions"  of  the  Act; 
appoint  directors  for  States  and  Territories  as  well  as  create  ana  establish  civilian  lo¬ 
cal  boards,  civilian  appeal  boards,  retaining  for  himself  final  "power  to  determine  all 
claims  or  questions  with  respect  to  inclusion  for,  or  exemption  or  deferment  from  training 
and  service" .  The  President  is  also  given  responsibility  for  the  development  and  mainten¬ 
ance  of  the  physical  plan  necessary  to  the  administration  of  the  Act, 

The  limitations  .n  numbers  of  civilian  personnel  in  the  Ariry,  Navy,  and  Air  Force,  estab¬ 
lished  by  law  in  1^)46,  are  waived  for  the  duration  of  the  Act.  On  October  1,  19U7>  the 
total  civilian  employment  (in  addition  to  all  military  personnel)  for  the  National  Defense 
Establishment  was  8U0,870,  according  to  Senator  Harry  Byrd  who  reported  those  figures  on 
December  1,  19ii7. 


DRAFT  OF  INDUSTRY 

The  President  is  riven  authority  to  place  orders  with  any  person  operating  a  plant,  mine 
or  other  facility  for  "such  quantity  of  such  articles  or  materials  as  (he)  deems  appropri¬ 
ate".  he  must  first  consult  with  the  ^'‘ational  Security  Resources  Board,  and  is  obliged 
to  "recognize  the  valid  claim  of  American  small  business  in  such  contracts".  Should  the 
person  with  whom  the  order  is  placed  refuse  or  fail  to  give  the  order  precedence  over  all 
other  orders,  should  he  fail  to  fill  the  order  within  the  time  prescribed  by  the  President, 
should  he  not  produce  the  kind  or  quality  of  articles  or  materials,  or  should  the  price 
vary  from  the  agreement,  then  the  President  "is  authorized  to  taKe  immediate  possession 
of  any  plant  .  ,  and  to  operate  it  for  the  production  of  sucn  articles  or  materials  as  may 
be  required  by  the  government".  However,  amendments  which  proposed  to  limit  the  profits 
on  defense  orders  were  not  accepted. 

TITLE  II  ~  MILITARY  JUSTICE 

Military  justice  has  previously  consisted  mainly  of  rules  and  procedures  designed  to  serve 
as  a  deterrent  to  the  soldier  contemplating  breach  of  discipline.  The  revisions  made  un¬ 
der  Title  II  of  the  19U8  draft  law  are  designed  to  set  up  a  system  for  administering  jus¬ 
tice,  not  merely  punishment.  Major  changes  include:  the  right  of  enlisted  men  to  sit  on 
military  courts;  the  prohibition  of  the  right  of  superior  officers  to  reprimand  the  courts 
the  separation  of  the  branches  of  the  Army  which  will  administer  justice. 

COST 

There  has  been  no  special  appropriation  for  the  19h8  Draft  Law,  Because  the  Act  was  de¬ 
signed  to  increase  the  manpower  strength  of  the  Aimy  Ground  Forces  and  to  encourage  volun¬ 
tary  enlistments  in  the  Navy,  Air  rorce,  the  Marines,  the  National  Guard,  and  the  Reserve, 
the  cost  of  operation  will  be  covered  by  appropriations  already  granted  to  the  military 
establishment.  The  total  amount  of  these  appropriations  for  the  fiscal  year  beginning 
July  1,  I9U8,  is  $13,678,000,000  —  and  this  figure  does  not  include  $6Ul,575>6^  for  the 
civil  functions  of  the  Army  nor  the  amount  for  military  and/or  economic  aid  to  Turkey, 
Greece,  and  China,  i-he  requests  for  military  expenditures  for  next  year  are  expected  to 
run  much  higher. 

Issued  by  the 

FRIENDS  COMMITTEE  ON  NATIONAL  LEGISLATION 
211i  Florida  Avenue,  N.W. 

July  8,  I9U8  Washington  8,  D.  C. 
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Notes  This  is  a  preliminary  statement  of  information  regarding  the  provisions  for 

conscientious  objectors  under  the  Selective  Service  Act  of  1948*  Regulations 
and  Selective  Service  System  Forms  referred  to  are  tentative  at  the  time  of 
this  writing  and  changes  will  occur  from  time  to  time*  Registrants  should 
keep  in  close  touch  with  the  National  Service  Board  for  Religious  Objectors^ 
with  their  church  or  organisation  headquarters,  and  read  denominational  and 
other  papers  for  additional  information  on  conscientious  objectors* 

PART  I.  PROVISIONS  FOR  CONSCIENTIOUS  OBJECTORS. 

Text  of  Sec*  6  (j)  of  the  Selective  Service  Act  of  1948* 

'^Nothing  contained  in  this  title  shall  be  construed  to  require  any  person 
to  be  subject  to  oombatsmt  training  eind  service  in  the  aumed  forces  of  the 
Uhited  States  #io,  by  reason  of  religious  training  and  belief,  is  con¬ 
scientiously  opposed  'to  participation  in  war  in  any  fom*  Religious  train¬ 
ing  and  belief  in  this  oonneoticn  means  an  individual's  belief  in  a  rela¬ 
tion  to  a  Supreme  Being  involving  duties  superior  to  Ihoss  arising  frxm 
any  human  relation,  but  does  not  include  essentially  political,  sociological 
or  philosophical  views  or  a  merely  personal  moral  code*  Any  person  claim¬ 
ing  exemption  from  combatant  training  and  service  because  of  such  con¬ 
scientious  objections  itiose  claim  is  sustained  by  the  local  board  ^all, 
if  ho  is  inducted  into  the  armed  forces  under  this  title,  be  assigned  to 
noncombatant  service  as  defined  by  the  President,  or  shall,  if  he  is  found 
to  be  conscientiously  opposed  to  participation  in  such  nonconbatent  ser¬ 
vice,  be  deferred*  Any  person  claiming  exeaption  from  combatant  service 
and  training  because  of  such  conscientious  objections  shall,  if  such 
claim  is  not  sustained  ty  the  local  board,  be  entitled  to  an  appeal  to 
the  appropriate  appeal  board*  Upon  the  filing  of  such  appeed,  the  appeal 
board  shall  refer  any  such  claim  to  the  Department  of  Justice  for  inquiry 
and  hearing*  The  Department  of  Justice,  after  appropriate  inquiry,  shall 
hold  a  hearing  with  respect  to  the  character  and  good  faith  of  the  objec¬ 
tions  of  the  person  concerned,  and  such  person  shall  be  notified  of  the 
time  and  place  of  such  hearing*  The  Depaz*tment  of  Justicie  shall,  after 
such  hearing,  if  the  objections  are  found  to  be  sustained,  recommend  to 
the  appeal  board  that  (l)  if  the  objector  is  inducted  into  the  armed 
forces  under  this  title,  he  shall  be  assigned  to  noncombatent  service 
as  defined  by  the  President,  or  (2)  if  the  objector  is  found  to  bo  con¬ 
scientiously  opposed  to  participation  in  such  noncombatant  service,  he 
shall  be  deferred*  If  after  such  hearing  the  Department  of  Justice 
finds  that  his  objections  are  not  sustained,  it  shall  recommend  to  the 
appeal  board  that  such  object icns  be  not  sustained*  The  appeal  board 
shall,  in  -raking  its  decision,  give  ccnsideration  to,  but  shall  not  be 
bound  to  follow,  the  recommendation  of  the  Department  of  Justice  to¬ 
gether  with  the  record  on  appeal  from  the  local  board*  Each  perscn 
i^ose  claim  for  exemption  from  combatcuat  training  and  service  because 
of  coascientious  objections  is  sustained  shall  bo  listed  by  the  local 
board  on  a  register  of  conscientious  objectors*" 
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PART  !!•  DEFINITION  OF  A  Ca^SCIEOTIOUS  OBJECTOR  TO  ALL  WAR. 

•nie  new  law  carries  the  following  definition  of  a  conscientio'os  object ort 

”.,.any  person.. .who,  by  reason  of  religious  training  and  belief,  is  conscien¬ 
tiously  oprosed  to  participation  in  war  in  any  form.  Religious  training  and  belief 
in  this  connection  means  an  individual's  belief  in  a  relation  to  a  Supreme  Being 
involving  duties  superior  to  those  arising  from  any  human  relation,  but  does  not 
include  essentially  political,  sociological  or  philosophical  views  or  a  merely  per¬ 
sonal  moral  code." 

The  first  sentence  follcws  the  phrasing  of  the  Selective  Training  and  Service 
Act  of  1940.  The  second  sentence  has  been  added  to  the  wartime  definition.  This 
language  narrows  the  definition  of  a  conscientious  objector  from  the  general  inter¬ 
pretation  given  in  the  1940  Act. 

PART  III.  PROCEDURES  FOR  CONSCIENTIOUS  OBJECTORS. 

Notes  Regulations  and  Selective  Service  System  Forms  referred  to  below  are  tenta¬ 
tive  at  time  of  this  writing. 

1.  REGISTRATION. 

All  male  citizens  and  oliier  male  persons  who  are  between  18  and  26  on  the  day 
or  days  fixed  for  the  first  or  subsequent  registration  are  required  by  law  to  reg¬ 
ister.  Failure  to  register  is  a  violation.  The  draft  registrar  will  register  any¬ 
one  who  appears,  answers  questions,  but  refuses  to  sign  the  Registration  Card 
(S.S.S.  Form  Wo.  l).  This  does  not  protect  from  prosecution  those  who  refuse  to 
present  themselves.  Signing  the  Registration  Card  is  not  evidence  of  willingness 
to  perform  military  service.  It  is  conceivable  that  refusal  to  sign  nay  raise 
barriers  in  obtaining  classilfioatiQn  as  a  conscientious  objector. 

A  registrant  may  note  on  the  margin  of  the  Registration  Card  (S.S.S.  Form  No.  1 
that  he  holds  conscientious  objections,  but  this  act  has  no  legal  sighificance. 

The  Registration  Certificate  (S.S.S.  Form  No.  2)  is  required  by  law  to  be  carried  at 
all  times. 

As  of  this  date,  it  is  expected  that  registration  will  begin  on  August  16  by 
ago  groups  and  will  bo  completed  by  September  15. 

2.  CLASSIFICATION  CiUESTIOMIAIRE.  (S.S.S.  FORM  NO.  100). 

After  filling  out  the  registration  card  the  Classification  Questionnaire  will 
be  sent  to  eligible  registrants  in  those  groups  which  are  subject  to  induction. 

This  questionnaire  asks  for  information  on  identification  and  education,  member¬ 
ship  in  the  anaed  forces,  prior  military  service,  ministry  or  ministerial  prepar¬ 
ation,  family  status  and  dependents,  present  occupation,  agricultural  occupation, 
students,  citizenship,  court  record,  conscientious  objections,  and  physical 
condition.  It  is  not  expected  that  this  questionnaire  will  bo  sent  to  everyone 
who  has  registered.  Every  conscientious  objector  who  receives  the  questionnaire, 
regardless  of  other  grounds  or  claims  for  deferment,  should  fill  out  SERIES  XI  for 
claiming  conscientious  objection  to  war. 

Series  XI  now  readst 

"By  reason  of  religious  training  and  belief  I  am  conscientiously  opposed  to 
participation  in  war  in  any  fom  and  for  this  reason  request  that  the  local  board 
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furnish  me  a  Special  Form  for  Conscientious  Objectors  (S«S*S*  Form  l^o*  150)  iriiich 
I  am  to  complete  and  retum  to  the  local  board  for  its  consideration." 


Signature 

3.  SPECIAL  FORM  FOR  CONSCIEKTIOUS  OBJECTORS.  (S.S.S.  FORM  NO.  150). 

Need  for  Form  No.  150.  Determination  of  a  claim  of  conscientious  objection 
cannot  be  made  from  thei  Classification  Questionnaire.  Regulations  impose  on  each 
conscientious  objector  the  duty  to  obtain  and  file  information  about  his  position 
on  Form  No.  150. 

Obtaining  Form  No.  150.  If  it  is  not  mailed  promptly  after  signing  Series  XI 
of  the  Classification  Que stionnaire ,  write  to  the  local  board  again  asking  for  the 
form.  Retain  a  copy  of  your  letter. 

Answering  Form  No.  150.  Answers  diould  set  forth  your  views  fully  but  con- 
cisely,  giving  illustrative  facts.  Form  No.  150  lacks  space  for  adequate  state¬ 
ments;  extra  sheets  should  therefore  be  attached  to  the  printed  form.  Keep 
copies  of  all  answers.  The  following  papers  may  also  be  submittedi 

1.  Document s t  These  might  include  papers  such  as  the  official  diurch  posi¬ 
tion  towards  conscientious  objection;  proof  of  memberdiip  in  a  pacifist  organis¬ 
ation;  proof  that  registrant  has  registered  with  his  church  as  an  objector,  etc. 
Keep  copies. 

2. *  Affidavits;  These  may  bo  notarised  letters  from  persons  who  know  regis¬ 
trant's  position.  Letters  of  parents,  ministers,  teadiers,  and  others  who  per¬ 
sonally  know  the  registrant  are  valuable.  Letters  from  non-pacifists  are  very 
desirable.  It  is  best  to  give  specific  facts  and  not  just  a  brief  opinion  that 
the  registrant  is  sincere.  Keep  copies. 

SUGGESTIONS;  Answers  to  Form  No.  150  diould  emphasize  all  facts  showing 
that  registrant  is  a  sincere  objector  as  defined  by  the  law.  The  following  points 
are  important;  ^ 

1.  Religious  Training  and  Belief.  This  ihould  be  explained  as  dearly  as 
possible.  Any  formal  church  connection  should  be  mentioned.  Conscientious  object¬ 
ors  are  not  limited  to  members  of  the  "historic  peace  churches"  nor  are  they  re¬ 
quired  by  law  to  be  church  members  or  church  attenders. 

2.  Opposition  to  "participation  in  war  in  any  form."  To  qualify  as  a  con¬ 
scientious  objector,  the  registrant  must  be  opposed  to  participation  in  all  wars, 
not  just  some  wars. 

3.  Employment.  Claims  of  scruples  against  war  may  be  doubted  where  regis¬ 
trant  is  en^loyed  in  war  work.  If  he  is  so  engaged  but  feels  certain  that  his 
work  is  fully  consistent  with  his  claims,  he  must  convince  his  local  board. 

Returning  Questionnedre  to  the  Local  Board.  Failure  to  retum  Fom  No.  150 
after  it  has  teen  requested  by  the  draftee  is  not  a  crime  but  will  joepardize 
a  future  claim  to  a  conscientious  objector  classification. 

4.  APPEAL. 

Any  person  denied  his  claim  of  conscientious  objection  by  his  local  board 
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may  appeal  his  classification  by  sending  a  written  request  to  his  local  board*  The 
request  must  be  submitted  within  the  time  allowed  for  filing  an  appeal  after  receiv¬ 
ing  the  classification*  The  time  allowed  will  be  fixed  by  Selective  Service  regu¬ 
lation*  If  a  registrant  does  not  receive  proper  classification  by  the  appeal 
board,  he  may  appeal  to  the  President*  Keep  copies  of  all  letters* 

Anyone  seeking  assistance  from  the  National  Service  Board  for  Religious  Objec¬ 
tors  or  any  counselling  agency  should  give  a  complete  record  of  hie  case  including 
date  of  registration,  classifications  and  dates  received,  copies  of  papers  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  local  board,  dates  and  copies  of  requests  for  appeal,  vote  of  the 
appeal  board,  and  other  pertinent  information* 

5.  TYPES  OF  CONSCIEICTIOUS  OBJECTORS. 

The  law  recogiizes  two  types  of  conscientious  objectors*  l)  those  willing  to 
do  noncombatant  service  in  the  armed  forces  and  2)  those  conscientiously  opposed 
to  both  combatant  and  noncombatant  service  in  the  armed  forces*  Ccnscientious 
objectors  willing  to  do  noncombatant  service  will  be  inducted  into  the  armed 
forces  and  assigned  to  noncombatant  duty*  Such  persons  are  members  of  the  armed 
forces  and  subject  to  all  military  discipline*  The  President  is  aulhorized  to 
define  noncombatant  service*  To  date,  noncombatant  service  has  not  been  defined* 
During  the  latter  part  of  World  War  II  such  service  was  in  the  medical  corps  of 
the  armed  forces* 

Conscientious  objectors  i^o  cannot  conscientiously  perform  either  combatant 
or  noncombatant  service  in  the  armed  forces  are  deferred*  Deferment  leaves  the 
conscientious  objector  free  from  any  service  under  t^is  Act* 

6*  PEIIA1,TIES. 

Sec*  12  (a)  "..vsny  person***who  otherwise  evades  or  refuses  registration  or 
service  in  the  armed  forces  or  any  of  the  requirements  of  this  title,  or  who  know¬ 
ingly  counsels,  aids,  or  abets  another  to  refuse  or  evade  registration  or  service 
in  the  armed  forces  or  any  of  the  requirements  of  this  title,  or  of  said  rules, 
regulations,  or  directions** •shall,  upon  conviction  in  any  district  court  of  the 
United  States  of  con^etent  jurisdiction,  be  punished  by  i^risonment  for  not  more 
than  five  years  or  a  fine  of  not  more  than  |10,000  or  by  both  such  fine  and  impris¬ 
onment***" 

This  is  similar  to  provisions  of  the  1940  Act*  filinisters  and  others  may  coun¬ 
sel  with  young  men  about  provisions  of  the  law  for  conscientious  objectors  without 
violating  the  law* 

7*  C0::SCIENTI0US  OBJECTORS  1H0  SERVED  IN  N0NC0MBATAj\T  OR  CIVILIAN  PUBLIC  SERVICE 

Veterans  who  have  had  90  days  or  more  of  honorable  military  service  between 
Pearl  Harbor  and  V-J  Day  or  who  have  had  12  months  or  more  of  honorable  military 
service  between  September  Iti,  1940,  and  June  24,  1948,  are  exempt*  This  exem¬ 
ption  applies  to  conscientious  objectors  who  served  in  the  armed  forces* 

The  law  does  not  specifically  exempt  conscientious  objectors  who  served  in 
Civilian  Public  Service  under  the  Selective  Training  and  Service  Act  of  1940* 
Classification  as  a  conscientious  objector  under  the  1940  Act,  though  not  con¬ 
clusive,  is  strcng  evidence  in  support  of  a  claim  for  conscientious  objection 
under  the  1948  Act* 


